ADULT INTRAVENOUS THERAPY/VASCULAR ACCESS

UNIVERSAL ALGORITHM

Identify and treat reversible causes
Establish vascular access as indicated by patient condition

San Luis Obispo County EMS Agency ALS Treatment Protocols 2007

Any mstance in which the paramedic feels the
need for a therapeutic or prophylactic IV
(peripheral IV access only)

For lifeline, utilize NS (0.9%) TKO or saline
lock

Consider second I'V access

Consider external jugular IV access for
patients in need of IV fluid or medications
without obvious peripheral IV sites

Sublingual (SL) injection of select medications
1s permissive if patient 1s in extremis without
rapid IV access

Consider an IM/IO route in patients in
extremis with no peripheral IV access
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